Who are the BABY BOOMER VISTAs?

After reviewing the information below, consider:
· What are your impressions of this population?

· What insights or new learning did you gain from this information? 
· How could this information impact your OSOT? 
· Additional thoughts?
Who are the…

“Baby Boomers” (1946-1964)? *

Defining Events & Influences:

· Civil Rights Act 

· Birth Control Pill introduced 

· John F. Kennedy elected President 

· Cuban Missile Crisis 

· John Glenn circles earth 

· Civil Rights Movement  

· Combat troops sent to Vietnam 

· JFK, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert Kennedy assassinated 

· Moon landing

· Woodstock 

· Kent State shootings 

· Rock and Roll

Source: Ron Zemeke, Clair Raines, Bob Filipczak (2000). Generations at Work:   Managing the clash of Veterans, Boomers, Xers and Nexters in Your Workplace.  Amacom American Management Association, New York  

Statistical Snapshot & Tendencies of this Population:
“Baby Boomers” refers to 76 million American children born between 1945 and 1964 who grew up in a period of economic prosperity and educational opportunities. Many Boomers became leaders in the civil rights movement, the feminist cause in the 1970s, gay rights, disability rights, and the right to privacy.

· In 1957, 4.3 million babies were born in the U.S. This is more than any year before or since. 
· Boomers account for about 39% of Americans over the age of 18 and 29% of the total US population.

· Boomers were the first group to be raised on television.

· In 2006, the oldest Baby Boomers turned 60 years old, including the first two Baby Boomer presidents: Presidents William J. Clinton and George W. Bush.

· Baby Boomers have a higher level of education than any generation before them: 88.8% of boomers completed high school; 28.5% have a Bachelor’s Degree or more.

· In the 70s, only 3% of Boomers said they were very confident in what government leaders tell them. In 2002, the percentage was 6%. 
· A little over one-third (36%) of Boomers in the 70’s had a great deal of confidence in people running the education system. This level of confidence dropped to 20% among Boomers in 2002.

· Baby Boomers have a higher divorce rate than prior generations: 14.2% of Boomers are divorced, compared to 13.9% of people age 55-64, and 6.7% of people age 65 and older.
· 36% of Boomers will move or plan to move when they become Empty Nesters. When they retire, 55% say they will move.

· 74% of Boomers say they have been good role models.
· The majority of Boomers (65%) say they are exercising at least once a week.

· Boomers are sometimes called the “Sandwich Generation” because they often care for grown children (who may still live at home or move back in) and their elderly parents (who may also live with them).
· Of people ages 41-69, 82% cited "wiring for Internet access" as one of the most important features they would want in a retirement residence.
· 96% who are online use the Internet for email, while 21% of those ages 41-49, 15% ages 50-59, and 15% ages 60-69 use the Internet to telecommute.
· Financial freedom and success (23%), time with family (21%) and travel (18%) are what Boomers daydream about most.
· Volunteering: In 2006, persons age 35 to 44 and persons age 45-to 54-year olds became tied as being the most likely groups to volunteer (31.2%). In years prior, persons age 35 to 44 held a slight majority. While all age groups showed declines in volunteer rates from the prior year, teenagers experienced the largest decline (females ages 16 to 19 fell from 33.5 to 28.8%, males of that age 27.4 to 24.1%). Volunteer rates were lowest among persons age 20-24 (17.8%) and among those age 65 and over (23.8%). 
Sources:  About.com; 2004 Del Webb Baby Boomer Survey; Del Webb communities (Harris Interactive survey of 5,100 Boomer residents and prospective residents); 2005 Del Webb Baby Boomer Survey (Harris Interactive survey); 2006 Del Webb Baby Boomer Survey (Harris Interactive survey of 1,200 Boomer residents and prospective residents); AARP report “TRACING BABY BOOMER ATTITUDES THEN AND NOW: A Comparative Look at the Attitudes of Baby Boomers in the 1970s and 2002”; BoomerEyes survey (August 2006 survey based on 1,110 interviews); MetLife Mature Market Institute “Demographic Profile: American Baby Boomers” (2005); US Census Bureau September 2005 Current Population Survey (CPS)
* Note: Because the boundaries that separate generations are indistinct, the descriptions of Baby Boomers, Generation X and Millennials are approximate and may overlap.
